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Project	Overview	
	
Yellow	Barn	Solar	(YBS)	is	developing	a	160	MW	solar	facility	on	nearly	800	acres	in	the	towns	of	
Groton	(75%	of	the	project)	and	Lansing	(25%	of	the	project).	YBS	proposes	to	connect	to	the	
Cayuga-Etna	115	kV	line	that	runs	through	the	Project	site.	Established	in	2020	as	the	holding	
company	for	the	project,	YBS	will	participate	and	sell	electricity	on	the	wholesale	energy	market	
and	feed	into	the	regional	grid.	YBS	is	owned	by	Lydian	Energy,	(LE),	a	utility-scale	solar	and	
battery	company	based	in	Washington	DC.	They	currently	have	15	projects	across	3	states	with	
over	3.6	GW	of	solar	and	storage.	CS	Energy	has	been	contracted	by	LE	to	provide	support	of	the	
development	through	construction.		
	
The	project	has	been	designed	to	avoid	impacts	to	sensitive	environmental,	historic,	and	cultural	
resources	to	the	greatest	extent	practicable.	Construction	will	adhere	to	all	applicable	regulations	
and	standards	listed	in	the	ORES	Permit,	as	well	as	the	New	York	State	Department	of	Agricultural	
Markets	Solar	Construction	Guidelines.	

	
Cost-Benefit	Analysis	

• Extent	to	which	project	would	create	and/or	retain	private	sector	jobs	–	there	will	be	
approximately	150	temporary	jobs	throughout	the	construction	period.	No	long-term	job	
creation.		
	

• Estimated	value	of	tax	exemption	–		
	

												Property	taxes:		PILOT,	requested	at	$5650/mw	/20	years	-	TBD	
												Estimated	Sales	and	use	tax	benefit:																						$21,068,314	
												Estimated	Mortgage	recording	tax	benefit:									$	3,780,802	

 
• Projected Property Tax Savings – To be determined 

	

• Estimate	of	private	sector	investment	to	be	generated	by	the	project	–	$420,089,172	

	

• Likelihood	of	completing	project	in	a	timely	manner	–	The	Project	has	received	a	Siting	Permit	
from	the	NYS	Office	of	Renewable	Energy	Siting	(ORES).	Permits	from	the	DEC,	Town	of	
Lansing,	Town	of	Groton,	and	Tompkins	County	are	anticipated	by	Quarter	1,	2026.	There	have	
been	costs	incurred	with	development	activities	of	the	project,	ranging from site control option 
payments, field studies, permitting fees, engineering, as well as security postings for interconnection 
and our offtake contracts.  
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• Extent	to	which	project	would	generate	additional	sources	of	revenue	for	local	taxing	

jurisdictions	in projected new property taxes as a result of the project: 	
 

Through a PILOT Agreement and Host Community Agreements (HCA) with the Towns of Groton 
and Lansing, the project will provide direct financial benefits to taxing jurisdictions.	

Local	landowners	will	benefit	from	new	income	opportunities	through	lease	or	purchase	
agreements,	while	the	construction	phase	is	expected	to	create	approximately	150	jobs.	Once	
operational,	Yellow	Barn	Solar	will	generate	enough	clean	energy	to	power	approximately	
35,000	homes	each	year,	and	a	reduction	of	approximately	113	metric	tons	of	CO2	per	year,	
contributing	directly	to	New	York	State’s	renewable	energy	goals.	The	project	is	also	reviewing	
agrivoltaics	options	to	promote	optimal	land	use	and	the	support	of	local	agriculture.		

	

• Other	benefits	that	might	result	from	the	project:	

	

							On-Site	Childcare	–	N/A,	Solar	project	

							

							IDA	Fee	–	1%	inclusive	of	IDA	fee	and	legal	fees		
	


