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Local Labor Committee Meeting Minutes 
July 30, 2026 9:00 AM 

119 E. Seneca Street, Suite 200, Ithaca NY 
 

 
Committee Members:  Prentice Smith (Chair), Ducson Nguyen, Fred Swayze, & Rick Warner  
 
Staff: Kurt Anderson, Hailey Grasso, Ina Arthur (IAED) 

 
Meeting was called to order at 9;00 am 
 
Local Vendor List for projects 

The TCIDA Local Labor policy references the availability of a local vendor list for projects to contact while they 
are soliciting bids for construction work. This is to help them utilize available local labor. This list has not yet 
been obtained. How can this be rectified? 
 
Contacting the local union halls and requesting their bargaining contractor list was suggested. 
 
Staff will also attend the next Building Trades Council meeting to update that this request will be forthcoming. 
 
Workforce Development Training Fund 

 
Recently the TCIDA Board imposed a penalty fee on a project that fell short of the local labor policy requirement 
of 75% local labor use. The fee was determined using the difference between the required percentage and the 
actual percentage from the project. It has been suggested that this fee along with a future “good faith” payment 
from a large utility scale solar project be used to fund local workforce development training programs. 
 
The process on how training programs could apply for the funds was discussed. Items discussed were: 

• Notification process 
• Application creation and timeline 
• Review committee members (subset of labor committee, WFDB director, IAED staff) 
• How often a program can apply 
• Reporting requirements 
• Should money be paid up front or after work is completed 

 
Staff will review financial projections of funds for this opportunity. Staff will also review optics to see if projects 
may just pay the fee vs. utilizing local labor. 
 
Affordable housing projects exemption from local labor requirement 
 
Currently, affordable housing projects are exempt from the TCIDA local labor requirement. Should this change?  
 
It was suggested that affordable housing project be subject to the requirement but at a lower percentage. 



119 E Seneca, Suite 200, Ithaca, NY 14850 | phone: 607.273.0005 | fax: 607.273.8964 | www.TompkinsIDA.org 

Also, if the projects receive state or federal subsidized funding, perhaps that percentage could go up. 
 
Engaging with the TCIDA Housing Committee to discuss this further was discussed. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:47 am. 
 


